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Methodology and User Guide  

 

The plans and teaching sequence 
 

Pathways to Read is a programme for teaching reading comprehension skills and developing 

reading fluency with a whole class. There are 6 units per year group and each unit is 

designed to last for a half term. Please note there are 4 units for Y1 beginning in spring 1 to 

give priority for your chosen SSP programme in the autumn term. 

Each week, up to 5 reading lessons are provided focusing around whole class teaching. 

There are opportunities for shared reading, modelled reading and independent reading. In 

Y2, pupils will have the opportunity for a grouped read. Please note: there are two sections 

in the methodology to explain the KS2 and the KS1 aspects of the programme. 

In the whole class sessions, there is a clear teaching focus with the opportunity to master 

key reading skills. There are follow on reading tasks to enable pupils to evidence the skills 

independently. 

This guide will provide further details on all the aspects of Pathways to Read to enable the 

teacher to manage and teach it effectively in their classes. 
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KS2   

 
Session 1: Whole class reading 
 
¶ The session is around 30 minutes long with 

roughly 5-10 minutes per section of the lesson. It 
should be taught at a fast pace.  

¶ This session includes: predict, clarify and 
modelling fluency. 

¶ Pupils should sit in mixed-ability pairs. Oracy is 
promoted with activities to facilitate discussion.  

¶ Reading aloud by the teacher should be modelled at a suitable pace (age-appropriate) 
following the fluency guidance suggested: 

 

Recommended reading approaches to develop fluency: 

¶ Teacher-led: read aloud to model fluency while pupils follow the text  

¶ Choral: teacher read aloud to model fluency while pupils read aloud alongside 

¶ Echo: teacher read aloud a small section of text and pupils echo the same section 

¶ Paired: pupils read to each other alternating sentences, paragraphs or sections 

¶ Individual at speed: pupils practise reading a section of text in an allocated time to 
improve fluency; repeat and beat their previous time 

¶ Repeated (1:1): pupil reads aloud a section of text ς adult gives feedback, and the pupil 
tries it again, repeat until 99% accurate with appropriate fluency 

¶ Silent: pupils read the text silently at their own pace 

 
Session 2: Whole class reading 
 
¶ The session is around 30 minutes long with roughly 

5-10 minutes per section of the lesson. It should be 
taught at a fast pace.  

¶ This session includes: retrieve, explain and practising 
fluency. 

¶ Pupils will begin this session by reading a section of 
text and practising fluency. 

¶ Pupils should sit in mixed-ability pairs. Oracy is 
promoted with opportunities to either discuss or 
record their answers. 

¶ Pupils will practise a mastery skill e.g. summarise, infer, identify themes or discuss words 
and phrases chosen by the author. 
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Mixed ability pairs 

Pupils are encouraged to work in mixed ability groups and pairs for sessions 1 and 2. Set a 
clear routine with specific places for pupils to sit. Pupils will be asked to work 
independently, with a partner or in a small group as part of the whole class sessions. 
Discussion of answers should be encouraged. Consider reading abilities: pair pupils who are 
weak word readers with strong word readers with poor comprehension skills, for example. 
You may wish to have a target group who sometimes work with the teacher (or teaching 
assistant) and have the sections of text read aloud to them. Adults should facilitate 
appropriate discussion. 

Session 3: Independent reading 

¶ This session will be taught to a whole class, but 
pupils are encouraged to read independently as 
part of it. 

¶ The session is around 30 minutes long.  

¶ This session includes: summarise, strategy check, 
independent reading and discussion. A short time 
will be spent on summarise and strategy check, and 
a longer time should be given to independent 
reading and discussion. 

¶ The majority of pupils are encouraged to sit in mixed ability pairs. However, you may 
wish to create a group of pupils who are unable to access the text due to word reading 
difficulties. These pupils can be supported by an adult who will read aloud the text to 
them. The rest of the pupils should read independently. 

¶ Pupils will answer a question linked to the mastery skill. They should be encouraged to 
write their answer independently before sharing and discussing with the whole class. 

 

Session 4: Follow on task 
 

¶ This session allows for pupils to put the mastery 
skills that they have learnt into practice. The task 
may be taught and modelled to a whole class. 

¶ The session is around 30 minutes long.  

¶ Pupils will complete a task which could be recorded in a reading journal; they may 
complete this independently or with a partner. 

¶ This session may also be used for additional reading if there are extra pages or extra 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 
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Session 5: Reading for pleasure 
 

¶ This session is designed to give pupils the 
opportunity to read a book matched to their own 
word reading standard and interest level. 

¶ It is recommended that pupils are given time to discuss their reading and recommend 
books to their peers. 

¶ Teachers may participate in book talk and author talk to promote and celebrate reading 
in their class. 

¶ Teachers may wish to use this session for reading a class novel. 

 

Using the PowerPoints: 

¶ Reading sessions each week come with a PowerPoint for delivering sessions 1-4. All 
objectives, mastery skills, fluency practice, questions and activities are presented on the 
slides. They should be used in conjunction with the plan as the plan holds additional 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ !ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨEȄǇƭŀƛƴΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ session 2 are 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǿŜǊtƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΦ 

¶ Where you see an orange box on the PowerPoint, read the instructions to insert an 
appropriate picture from the text. These images could not be included for copyright 
reasons. 

¶ All six PowerPoints for each of the six weeks come as one document. 
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