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St Mary’s Mission Statement  
 

Our school community seeks to build on Gospel values to: 

• Nurture and respect the talents and abilities that God has given to each unique individual.  

• Enable everyone to aspire to and realise their potential through perseverance, resilience 

and integrity 

• To grow in love and to be loved, unconditionally. 

The Aims of Collective Worship 
As detailed in the Plymouth CAST Collective Worship policy, Collective Worship in our school aims 
to provide opportunity for all pupils and staff: 
  

• To contemplate something of the mystery of God 

• To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 

• To explore our own beliefs 

• To respond and celebrate life 

• To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 

• To develop a shared ethos and shared values 

• To enrich religious experience 

• To grow in liturgical understanding and development 

• To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 

• To reinforce positive attitudes 

• To participate fully 

• To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to’. 
 
 
How Collective Worship is organised at St. Mary’s 
Collective Worship is arranged in a variety of ways as follows: 
 

Monday Whole school collective worship using the Sunday Gospel.  Led by HT or a 
member of the teaching staff (all teaching staff lead at least one per term) on a 
rotational basis.   

Tuesday Class liturgy (may be based on the Gospel or Ten Ten resources) 

Wednesday Class liturgy (may be based on the Gospel or Ten Ten resources) 

Thursday Whole School Liturgical preparation  

Friday Whole School Achievement Assembly with whole school prayer and 
presentation of the Witness of the Week award (an award given to one child per 
class based on the Gospel values or class virtues).  

 
Mass usually takes place at least once a term, led by the Priest in Charge from Buckfast.  All 
children and staff are invited, and parents/ parishioners may be invited depending on the occasion.  
The Abbey Choristers lead the music for the Mass.  These are usually held in the school hall, but 
these may also be held in the Buckfast Abbey’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel.   
Class Masses are also held on a rotational basis during the year.  These are prepared with the 
children. 
 
Other class worship takes place during the year, for example Carol Services, Crib Blessings or 
Christingle services.  Pupils in each class also take part in a ‘Respond’ session, at the end of the 
RE unit being studied in the Come and See programme of work.  This  worship is planned 
collectively, whereby all pupils have the opportunity to offer their ideas and suggestions.  
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Other collective worship and prayer opportunities are also present at St Mary’s, including the 
following: 

• Pupil Chaplains prepare and delivery weekly prayer sessions with small groups of children 
from the school. 

• Year 6 and Pupil Chaplains help to support Prayer Spaces which are held in school 
https://prayerspacesinschools.com/  These enable children of all faiths and none to explore 
life’s questions, faith and spirituality in a safe, creative and interactive way. 

• Pupils are invited to participate in prayer space style activities at Buckfast Abbey’s 
Education Department e.g. REConnect, Wellbeing Festivals. 

• Mini-Vinnies share in prayer sessions as part of their meetings with parishioners 

• Abbey Choristers meet three times before school and once after school each week to 
rehearse.  They also help to lead the music in the 5pm Mass each Thursday in the Abbey 
Church. 

 
 

YEAR EXPECTATIONS FOR CLASS COLLECTIVE 
WORSHIP 

OTHER FORMS OF PRAYER 
DURING THE YEAR 

EYFS • Children to use the Gather, Listen, Response, 
Going Forth proforma (Appendix 1) to plan 
liturgies, facilitated by an adult. 

• All children to have the opportunity to choose 
items appropriate for the theme of the prayers 
or liturgical season for the prayer table/ focal 
point. 

• All children have the opportunity to offer their 
own prayers by the end of the summer term, 
following adult modelling of this during the 
year. 

• Whole class to offer collective suggestions 
‘Going Forth’ in response to the whole school 
liturgy. 

• Whole class to have the opportunity to 
evaluate liturgy. 

• Children begin to lead daily 
prayers e.g. lead making the 
sign of the cross. 

• Ten Ten Daily Prayers 

• Prayer Space activities as part 
of whole school prayer. 

• Participation in group prayer, 
planned and led by Pupil 
Chaplains. 

• Opportunities for spontaneous 
prayer in class e.g. during liturgy 
or prayer boxes. 

• Opportunities for silent prayer/ 
meditation. 

1 • Children to use the Gather, Listen, Response, 
Going Forth proforma to plan and lead 
liturgies, facilitated by an adult. 

• Children plan and prepare focal points for 
worship according to the liturgical season or 
theme of the prayer. 

• Whole class to have the opportunity to 
evaluate liturgy. 

• Children lead daily prayers with 
adult support 

• Ten Ten Daily Prayers 

• Prayer Space activities as part 
of whole school prayer. 

• Participation in group prayer, 
planned and led by Pupil 
Chaplains. 

• Opportunities for spontaneous 
prayer in class e.g. during liturgy 
or prayer boxes. 

• Opportunities for silent prayer/ 
meditation. 

2 • Children to use the Gather, Listen, Response, 
Going Forth proforma to plan and lead 
liturgies, facilitated by an adult. 

• Children plan and prepare focal points for 
worship according to the liturgical season or 
theme of the prayer. 

• Children generate their own way of gathering 
to begin the liturgy. 

• Whole class to have the opportunity to 
evaluate liturgy. 

3 • Children to use the Gather, Listen, Response, 
Going Forth proforma to plan and lead 
liturgies, facilitated by an adult. 

• Children plan and prepare focal points for 
worship according to the liturgical season or 
theme of the prayer. 

• Children generate their own way of gathering 
to begin the liturgy. 

• Children lead daily prayers. 

• Ten Ten Daily Prayers 

• Prayer Space activities as part 
of whole school prayer. 

• Participation in group prayer, 
planned and led by Pupil 
Chaplains. 

https://prayerspacesinschools.com/
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• Children plan their own Going Forth to 
complete the liturgy. 

• Whole class to have the opportunity to 
evaluate liturgy. 

• Opportunities for spontaneous 
prayer in class e.g. during liturgy 
or prayer boxes. 

• Opportunities for silent prayer/ 
meditation. 4  • Children to use the Gather, Listen, Response, 

Going Forth proforma to plan liturgies, 
facilitated by an adult.  They lead liturgy 
independently. 

• Children plan and prepare focal points for 
worship according to the liturgical season or 
theme of the prayer. 

• Children generate their own way of gathering 
to begin the liturgy. 

• Children plan their own Going Forth to 
complete the liturgy. 

• Children begin to suggest readings appropriate 
to prayer and liturgy themes. 

• Whole class to have the opportunity to 
evaluate liturgy. 

5 • Children to use the Gather, Listen, Response, 
Going Forth proforma to plan liturgies, with 
adult support where necessary, and lead 
liturgy. 

• Children plan and prepare focal points for 
worship according to the liturgical season or 
theme of the prayer. 

• Children generate their own way of gathering 
to begin the liturgy. 

• Children plan their own Going Forth to 
complete the liturgy. 

• Children begin to suggest readings appropriate 
to prayer and liturgy themes. 

• All pupils have the opportunity to evaluate 
liturgy. 

• Children lead daily prayers and 
whole school worship. 

• Ten Ten Daily Prayers 

• Children plan and lead Prayer 
Space activities, as part of 
whole school prayer. 

• Participation in group prayer, 
planned and led by Pupil 
Chaplains. 

• Opportunities for spontaneous 
prayer in class e.g. during liturgy 
or prayer boxes. 

• Opportunities for silent prayer/ 
meditation. 

6 • Children to use the Gather, Listen, Response, 
Going Forth proforma to plan all aspects of 
liturgy and to deliver them.   This is overseen 
by an adult and guided only when necessary. 

• Children plan and prepare focal points for 
worship according to the liturgical season or 
theme of the prayer. 

• Children generate their own way of gathering 
to begin the liturgy. 

• Children plan their own Going Forth to 
complete the liturgy. 

• Children begin to suggest readings appropriate 
to prayer and liturgy themes. 

• All pupils have the opportunity to evaluate 
liturgy. 

 
Sacramental Preparation 
Programmes for sacramental preparation are school-based and have included preparing children 
for First Holy Communion, Reconciliation and the Rite of Catechumen.   These sacraments are 
then celebrated with parish and parents/ carers in the Abbey Church or satellite churches. 
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Appendix 1 
 
Liturgical Planner (from CAFOD resources https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-
resources/liturgical-prayer-primary/liturgical-prayer-pack ) 
 

 
 

 
 

   

How did it go? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

  Think about… 

 

We 

gather 

We come together as part of God’s family.           

Make everyone welcome!  

 

 

▪ Liturgical colours 

(Green, purple, 

white/gold, red) 

▪ Prayer focus table 

▪ Bible 

▪ Cross 

▪ Symbols/ objects/ 

pictures/ photos  

▪ Candle 

▪ Music 

▪ Sign of the cross 

 

We listen 

God speaks to us and we listen 

 
▪ Bible Reading 

 

We 

respond 

We respond to the Word of God. 

 

 

▪ Prayer 

▪ Singing 

▪ Reflection/ Silence 

▪ Dance 

▪ Gesture/ action 

▪ CAFOD story 

▪ Drama 

▪ Picture / photo 

▪ Create 

 

Going 

Forth 

We want to share the Good News! 

 

 

▪ Gospel phrase 

▪ Song 

▪ Action 

▪ Campaign 

▪ Prayer card 

▪ Artefact 

▪ Picture 

▪ Big question  

Date: Theme/focus Class 

https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/liturgical-prayer-primary/liturgical-prayer-pack
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/liturgical-prayer-primary/liturgical-prayer-pack

